January Skies
Retrograde skies are passing, starting the month with three retro planets and ending with none
– the beginning of a several-month period of all planets direct, except for the regular Mercury
retro here and there. That’s because Earth has pulled out of the bowl of planets and will be
spending the next two seasons far off in space, with the rest on the other side of the Sun. Only
Venus and Sun change signs, as everything else has already done that last month, but no major
configuration dominate the skies as in the previous two months.
But the big relief is Mars direct, so time to halt all retreats and spike another push forward with
the growing energy and speed that fiery planet regains, being the forward edge (by sign
position) of the bowl. Adding to the pace is Jupiter, finally swiftly moving through Aries (covers
the whole sign in just three months). So, it’s a big and sudden acceleration of things going on
down below. The tangled and slow progress of December is replaced by generally all systems
go.
The only thing hampering that will be Venus struggling past Pluto and Saturn, Sun also passing
Saturn, briefly putting on the breaks of an otherwise speedy month. All in all, a get-things-done
month after a much slower period around the holidays.

Important Milestones
 Compulsive desire is all the rage, and some people are
ready to go to any ends to get what they want. Gotta, gotta, have it, whatever the price anyone
pays. So, be sure that you don't get in between the desirer and the desiree. On the other hand,
this is the aspect of unbearably overwhelming passion when put into effect.
Everything is worth a try for the next few weeks, and branching
out to have a little of each is what it's all about. That of course includes taking the banal with
the sublime, and if mixed tastes are not your style you may want to tread water for a while. On
the other hand, there will be some dishes up for grabs you wish you'd known about earlier, so
don't turn a blind eye.
 Full Moon in Cancer
This full "Wolf" Moon may lead you to believe the animal is at the door, even if it's not. There's
an air of protectiveness and selfinterest all around that borders on personal space invasion, so
it's a game of how careful you want to be without getting paranoid, how open you want to be

without laying yourself open to trouble. People are touchy about trivialities, so be ready to back
off on specifics while you collect on emotional debts that are owed you. Feelings are just below
the surface, like an underground river swollen by the flood tides of memory elicited by holiday
season events and contacts, so be gentle when you touch a tender spot.
 High mental energy burns hot, a real brain boiler. The
trick is to keep up with everyone without missing a stitch or dropping the ball. Great ideas
abound, but don't buy everything you see until you give it a second, cooler look. Everyone can
be too close to the subject to realize that what recommends it is only the heat of the moment.
 Mars Stationary Direct Cross-purposes, crossed wires, and
conflicting energies may have left you drained of late, but realignment is now underway that
will allow you to get back in tune with things. You will find yourself better able to take charge of
your daily routine and let it energize you rather than drag you down. Experimentation with
various alternatives now leads to the choice of a single path that both conserves your inner
resources and brings you dividends in the process. Put aside time-wasting diversions and go
with what -- and who -- really make you feel alive and glowing.
 Mercury Stationary Direct in 01st House After three weeks
of readjustment, you can start getting plans back into shape for going ahead, which includes
some new feathers put on your personal image. You may find you have discovered some
improved ways of fitting your own leadership into the mix, which will firm up during the next
few weeks and everyday rhythms get renormalized. Although it might not have seemed so a
couple of weeks ago, you're increasingly glad to have had the opportunity to edit your life a bit
so you can better exploit your position both socially and financially during the next month or so.
Some changes will be momentary, but some will last.
 Putting up resistance and providing it are in the air, so be
ready to find a way around issues not worth fighting for. Undertakings begun now will have a
strong element of power and change, but they can wind up taking up all your time in order to
retain control of them. All or nothing choices can be avoided just by waiting them out.
Groupthink and inclusiveness analysis are very much the mindset
for the next month, which can broaden horizons but limit your individuality. You'll do better at
least temporarily as a team player, but don't forget yourself in the technocracy of the moment,
as when general moorings are lost, you'd best have your own.
 New Moon in Aquarius
The crowd is crying out for a new deal, and you can give them bread or let them eat cake. The
new direction is about divvying it out fairly, so hide that cake in your back pocket for later and

instead share the loaves and the fishes, too. If everybody gives, everybody gets, at least that's
the flavor of the incoming tide, so go along with it and let it float your boat. If you're willing to
take along passengers now, there will be a free ride for you further on down the coast, and
then you can enjoy that piece of cake in comfort. Only survivors in their wisdom know the
wisdom of unselfishness and its ultimate benefits to the self.
 Uranus Stationary Direct
 Beauty on a budget takes its lessons from bygone days
when folks were less wasteful and more resourceful. Clean lines, conservative colors, and
classic sensibility paint the picture of what succeeds best right now. Love grows more intense
when it is brought into tight focus, and simple altars best praise the gods.
The more ethereal the better for a few weeks, and if you can't
quite put your finger on it, that's just what everybody wants. The elusive, mysterious, and hard
to get or understand are what's on the general menu, though satisfaction may be hard to find
afterward. But just the right taste could lead straight to heaven.

